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Chapter 3: A Story of Numbers

Try every question on your own first. The answer key is on the last page.

1. Write 2024 and 499 in Roman numerals.

2. What numbers do MCDLIX and DCCXC stand for?

3. Write 7 in the Gumulgal style (urapon = 1, ukasar = 2).

4. List the first five landmark numbers of a base-7 system.

5. Break 651 into base-5 landmark numbers.

6. How many symbols are needed to write 70,707 in the Egyptian system?

7. Break 3605 and 200 into Mesopotamian places.

8. Break 721 into Mayan places.

9. Write 45 in base 2 and in base 8.

10. Give two reasons why the Hindu number system is more efficient than the Roman system.
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Answer Key

1. MMXXIV and CDXCIX

2. 1459 and 790

3. ukasar-ukasar-ukasar-urapon

4. 1, 7, 49, 343, 2401

5. 

6. 

7. ; 

8. 

9. 101101 and 55

10. It uses place value, so ten digits write
every number; and it has zero, which
makes written calculation simple and
unambiguous.

651 = 1 × 625 + 1 × 25 + 1 × 1

7 + 7 + 7 = 21

3605 = 1 × 3600 + 0 × 60 + 5 200 = 3 ×
60 + 20

721 = 2 × 360 + 0 × 20 + 1


